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The Sacrament of Love. 





ST. THOMAS expressly declares: “The Most Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar is the Sacrament of Love, the pledge 
of love.” Truly, in no other sacrament does our Divine Lord 
show the excess of His love in so touching and wonderful 
a manner as in the Most Holy Eucharist. From the other 
sacraments, too, flow countless and invaluable graces, all of 
which betoken God’s immeasurable love for man; but the 
Adorable Sacrament of the Altar contains the source of all 
graces, the treasury of Divine riches, yes, Eternal Love itself! 
“God is charity,” says the apostle (1 John iv. 16). And this 
God of charity, Jesus Christ, our Lord, is really and sub- 
stantially present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

The saints all regarded the Adorable Sacrament of the 
Altar as the Sacrament of Love. St. Philip Neri, when dying, 
exclaimed as Holy Viaticum was brought to him, “O my Love! 
Give me my Love!” And St. Bernard, aglow with love, cries 
out, “It was love that urged Him to dwell in the Blessed Sac- 
rament, love invented It, love gave It, love replenishes It with 
the riches of His love. Verily, there we may read the love of 
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all love!” Yes, the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar is, 
indeed, the Sacrament of Love, the love of all love, the greatest 
proof of Jesus’ love for us. 

Animated by the liveliest faith, let us now approach the 
Sacred Host and look deep into the Fount of Love. Let us 
meditate upon Its greatness and depth, that our cold hearts 
may be warmed by Its wonderful force and attraction. 


The Symbol of Love. 


Observe closely an image of the Sacred Heart, the symbol 
of love. Behold! it is encircled by rays of light and glowing 
heat. Burning flames burst forth, and from the depths of the 
Heart rises a Cross. A crown of thorns entwines itself around 
the Heart, and drops of Blood trickle down from the deep 
Wound. Under this form our Lord Himself manifested His 
Heart to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, when He appeared to 
her while she was praying before the tabernacle. What do 
the Heart, the glowing heat, the burning flames, the Cross, the 
crown and the Wound signify? What shall they tell us? Our 
Divine Savior interpreted their meaning to His beloved spouse, 
saying, Behold this Heart! My Heart is so inflamed with 
love for man that It has spared nothing, and has exhausted 
Itself to manifest Its unspeakable love in the most convincing 
manner. 

Ah, it is His love, His immeasurable love which our Divine 
Lord places before our eyes in this apparition! His Sacred 
Heart, the seat of love has He revealed, with flame and Wound, 
Cross and crown. By these symbols, our Adorable Savior 
wishes to say, “See, how much I love you! My Heart cannot 
contain the ardor of Its love! It overflows with wonderful 
power and force, and desires to penetrate, inflame and trans- 
form your hearts. Behold to what the excess of My love has 
urged Me! Behold what I have done for you!” 

And now, devout soul, shall we not burn with love for 
Him when we hear the discourse of such love? Shall not our 
hearts beat with ardent love for Him, whose Heart has ex- 
hausted and consumed Itself in love for us? Come, let us 
consider more fully what our Divine Redeemer has done in love 
for us. 

Splendid Memorials of Love. 

Look back to the time when Christ lived and walked upon 

earth. Follow the path of love He trod and the splendid 
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memorials of love He established. His Divine Heart spared 
nothing to show His love for us. Since the moment It was 
formed in the virgin womb of Mary, It has never ceased to 
beat for us. As God He loved us from eternity. After man 
had fallen into the bondage of sin and Satan, He, the only- 
begotten Son of the Father, assumed our human nature, took 
the form of a servant to win for us the lost liberty and sonship 
of God. As God-man He loved us not only with a Divine love, 
but also with a truly human love. Yes, the Eternal Son of 
God has loved us with the full ardor of His love. From the 
moment of His Incarnation, He has most generously dispensed 
the treasures of His love. 

Behold the Divine Child on the arms of His Virgin Mother! 
His tender Heart beats with infinite love for us! How great 
is the Lord as a helpless Infant! How immeasurable His love 
in that tiny Heart! — And those thirty years of profound soli- 
tude, of abject poverty, of amazing subjection, of deep humility 
— are they not a powerful sermon of His love for us? For 
whom did He spend His whole life here below? — He lived it 
for me, for each one of us. The tender words, the grace-giving 
doctrines that flowed from His lips, breathe naught but love. 
All His prayers, His toil and suffering loudly proclaim His 
love for us. “He is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke xix. 10). 


The Excess of Love. 


The miracles wrought by His omnipotence sprung from 
compassion for our misery, from love for the salvation and 
welfare of mankind. Those drops of Precious Blood, are they 
not speaking witnesses to His infinite love? Does not the 
disciple of love say expressly: “In this we have known the 
charity of God, because He hath laid down His life for us” 
(1 John iii. 16). Yea, from the Cross He preached the most elo- 
quent sermon of love for us. But — marvel, O ye Heavens! 
marvel, O Earth! — These wonderful proofs of love did not 
suffice to satisfy the ardent love of our Savior. He, who from 
the excess of the love He had lavished upon us, could say: 
“What is there that I ought to do more to My vineyard, that 
I have not done to it ?” (Is. iv. 4.) Could He do still more for us? 
Yes, He desired to give us something that would unite and 
comprise all love already shown us, something that would 
surpass and excel all the proofs of love hitherto bestowed. 
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He gave it to us in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 
With It He gave Himself, His whole life and Passion, His death 
and resurrection, His ascension and glory, His full and unre- 
served love. 

“It would seem,” to use the words of the enlightened 
Faber, “as though He could not separate Himself from Bethle- 
hem and Egypt, from Nazareth and Jerusalem, from Genesareth 
and Bethania, from Gethsemane and Calvary. It would seem 
as though He could not abandon a single mystery of the three 
and thirty years, and therefore, by means of His human nature 
and almighty power, would unite and renew them all. This 
union and renewal is the Blessed Sacrament. 

“In this Mystery He is present in His full substance, with 
His Godhead and Manhood, with Flesh and Blood, as Child 
and as Man, in His glory and ignominy, in His earthly and 
heavenly life, in the sufferings of His Passion, in the joy of His 
resurrection and ascension. He is present with all the prerog- 
atives, merits and virtues of His human nature, in His majesty 
and degradation, in His patience and humility, in His charm 
and meekness, in His beauty and dignity! As He then lived 
upon earth, so He now lives in our midst, only transfigured 
and veiled to the bodily eyes. As He then offered Himself 
as a Sacrifice upon the Cross, so He continues to offer Himself 
in every Holy Mass for us, only the way and manner of offer- 
ing is different. Even more: in this Mystery He becomes our 
food as a pledge of our eternal salvation! Truly, here we may 
read the ‘Love of all love!” 


” 


The Charming Countenance of the Child Jesus. 





St. Boniface, Bishop of Lousanne. 
Died February 19, 1260, at Cambre. 

“Christus natus est nobis; venite adoremus '—Christis born 
to us; come, let us adore Him” — rings out through the mid- 
night in the lighted choir of the white-robed nuns. 

In an adjacent dimly lighted sick-room, an aged man sighs, 
as he listens to the sacred strains of the holy night. It is the 
patient sufferer, Bishop Boniface. 

Now the bells of the tower mingle their melodious voices, 
and chimes of the 7e Deum fall upon the frosty air. And 
from the choir resounds so sweet and solemn: ‘‘7x ad /iber- 
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andum suscepturus hominum, non horruistt Virginis uterum, — 
Thou, having taken upon Thee to deliver man, didst not abhor 
the Virgin’s womb!” 

Unbidden tears well up in the eyes of the lonely bishop. 

“O purest Virgin Mother, behold me so forsaken in this 
hour of grace in which, through thee, joy was born to the 
world! Shall the gracious countenance of thy Divine Child be 
veiled from me alone in this abode of peace? — ‘O Aurora, 
Brightness of eternal Light and Sun of Justice: come and en- 
lighten those that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death!’” 

The solemn midnight hour is nearing, that blessed hour in 
which the only-begotten Son of God entered the world as a 
child of man. Fainter sounds the festal music; calmer grows 
the aged saint. 

Hark! the tinkling of a silver bell is heard from the church- 
choir. The sufferer opens wide his eyes. Heavenly light fills 
his bare cell, — before his couch, in sublime majesty and gentle 
grace, stands the Virgin Mother. In her arms she holds her 
Child wrapped in swathing bands. Lovingly she places her 
sweet burden beside the suffering man. 

Then, O unspeakable grace! The Divine Child with His 
tiny but all-powerful hand removes the covering from His face. 
With ravishing delight the bishop gazes upon the celestial 
beauty of that adorable countenance, “to which go forth the 
desires of the universe.” 

**Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini, — Blessed is He 
that cometh in the name of the Lord!” sings the choir, as 
the religious, with the joy and simplicity of the shepherds, 
adore Him who is now present under the form of Bread as 
a Child in the crib. 

The sick-room resumes its ordinary appearance. Bishop 
Boniface lies motionless, his eyes closed. A sweet smile plays 
about his lips. 

For a few moments his eyes had beheld the “Salvation of 
God;” to him those moments had seemed eternities of heavenly 
transport. Later, the holy bishop thus expressed himself to an 
intimate friend: “Were there nothing else in paradise, it would 
be well worth our enduring all the miseries of earth most 
joyfully to attain, one day, to the vision of that glorious Divine 
countenance!” 
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Our Lord’s Journeys and Public Teaching. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 


Jesus at the Baths of Bethulia and in Jotapata. 


A great many wealthy and distinguished people of Galilee 
and Judea own summer homes and gardens in Bethulia, which 
they occupy during the pleasant seasons of the year. Here 
are also baths. The baths toward the east are warmer than 
those toward the west. There are many inns in this place. 
A person can rent a house and garden for a time, with every- 
thing else free. The lake itself is remarkably pure, clear as 
a mirror to the very bottom which is covered with beautiful 
white pebbles. This lake is fed by a rivulet coming from the 
west and flowing into the valley of Magdalum. The surface 
of the lake is crowded with little skiffs which look like ducks 
from a distance. 

Along the north shore, facing the south, are the dwellings 
of the female guests. Their. walks and pleasure-grounds are 
near the brook that flows through the men’s grounds. The 
valley slopes gently toward the lake on both sides. The lake 
is encircled by intersecting walks, shady avenues and arbors, 
wide-spreading trees and luxuriant foliage; between are lawns 
with beautiful tall grass, orchards, spice-gardens and play- 
grounds. The view is enchantingly beautiful, — covered with 
hills and mountains, and everything in abounding fruitfulness, 
rich especially in grapes and fruits. It is now the second 
harvest of the year. | 

When Jesus arrived in Bethulia, the people soon surround- 
ed Him, and He taught with great mildness outside the inn. 
Many women listened to Him. Some of the most distinguished 
men came across the lake and courteously invited Jesus to 
come to teach them. Jesus sailed across with them and went 
to an inn where they refreshed Him with a little luncheon. 
He taught in the cool of the morning and evening on the slope 
of the hill beneath a shady arbor. Most of His hearers stood 
around Him; the women on one side veiled. A pleasing order 
prevailed. The people were polite and well-disposed, cheerful 
and good-natured. As there were no factions among them, no 
one hesitated to express his feelings before others, so that all 
conducted themselves very respectfully and attentively toward 
Jesus. The very first time that they heard Him, all were quite 
refreshed and rejoiced. 
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Jesus Teaches in Parables. 


Jesus taught of the cleansing by water, of the unity, equali- 
ty and feeling of intimacy among them, of the mystery of 
water, of the washing away of sins, of the bath of baptism, 
of John, of union and charity among the baptized, the con- 
verted, etc. Besides, He gave very charming instructions and 
parables on the beautiful seasons of the year, of the locality, 
the mountains, trees, fruits and flocks, and everything sur- 
rounding them. I saw the people approach Him in a circle 
and exchange places orderly. Our Lord repeated individual 
points of His instruction to the changing crowds. 

I saw some who were afflicted with gout drag themselves 
slowly around. Most of them were officials and officers who 
were recovering. I recognized them by their uniforms when 
they left for their various garrisons in the neighborhood. 
During their stay at the baths, all were dressed alike. The 
men wore fine, yellow woolen garments. Some went barefoot, 
others wore sandals. They played games, fought with little 
sticks, and had shields of leaves. They attacked one another 
singly and in rows, and tried to push their opponents out of 
position. They ran races, jumped over ropes and through 
hoops, on which hung various kinds of glittering articles. 
These they dared not touch, otherwise they tinkled and fell 
off, and according to the number that fell off, the game was 
lost. They played for fruit which lay there for the winners. 
These fruits, especially the grapes, were truly magnificent. 
I saw that some persons very reverently and obligingly brought 
the finest of it to Jesus. 

The women’s dwellings were on the opposite side of the 
valley. I saw them also playing various games on the lawn. 
They were modestly clothed in fine white woolen garments 
having many folds, and which were girded in two places. 
Their wide sleeves were raised or lowered with clasps; around 
their wrists they wore large stiff frills with many folds, like 
the tail of a peacock. 

I saw the women enjoy a mirthful game. Each one wore 
a girdle ending in a ring or loop. Forming a circle, the women 
took hold of each other by these rings with one hand, the 
other being free. A gem was hidden in the grass, and the 
circle turned back and forth until one spied it. When she 
stooped to pick it up, the others jerked the circle around faster; 
the next one also stooped, and the others in turn, all trying 
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to keep from falling. Sometimes all tumbled over each other 
amid shouts of laughter. 


The Secret Sect at Jotapata. 


Jotapata lies about one and a half hours east of Bethulia. 
Here at Jotapata were many Herodians. They had a secret 
meeting-place in a wall of the fortress. The sect was composed 
of shrewd people with liberal views, and were under a secret 
superior. They had signs by which they could recognize one 
another, and those of the higher degrees could also tell if one 
betrayed anything. They were secret enemies of the Romans 
and worked at a rebellion for the Herodian cause. Although 
secretly followers of the sadducees, they appeared exteriorly 
as pharisees, and believed they could make use of both parties 
for their designs. They were well aware that the time was 
at hand for the appearance of the King of the Jews, and in- 
tended to avail themselves of this faith for their purpose. For 
the sake of precaution, they were ‘exteriorly very polite and 
tolerant, but were exceedingly treacherous sneaks. In reality, 
they had no religion; under the cloak of religion, however, they 
worked for a temporal, free kingdom, and were supported by 
Herod. 

When the synagogue at Jotapata had learned that Jesus 
was in the neighborhood, they sent a few Herodians to the 
baths at Bethulia to watch Him and invite Him to visit Jotapata. 
Jesus gave them no definite reply. About seven disciples who 
formerly had journeyed a few weeks with Jesus also met Him 
here. There were two of John’s disciples, some disciples who 
were relatives of his and from the vicinity of Hebron, and a 
cousin from Lesser Sephoris. They had sought Him in Gal- 
ilee and found Him here. I saw Jesus speaking familiarly with 
some of the guests during the day. Some followers of Jesus 
must have been among them. 

After the Herodians had returned to Jotapata, they worked 
on the people in case Jesus would come. They told the people 
that probably Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth, who on the last 
Sabbath had caused so much excitement in Capharnaum, and 
also in Nazareth on the Sabbath before, might possibly come 
from the neighboring baths of Bethulia to Jotapata, perhaps 
even for the Sabbath. They were warned not to allow them- 
selves to be misled, not to salute Him with shouts of joy, not 
to permit Him to speak too long, but to interrupt Him fre- 
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quently with murmuring and objections whenever He brought 
up something strange or unintelligible. In this manner the 
people were influenced. 

Meanwhile Jesus gave a charming discourse at the baths of 
Bethulia. Many men were around Him in a circle, and He 
walked about among them. Standing timidly at a distance 
were several men afflicted with gout. They had made use of 
the baths, but had not dared to approach Jesus. 

Jesus repeated what He had taught the last two days, and 
admonished them to cleanse themselves from their sins. All 
loved Him and were touched; some said: “Lord, anyone who 
has heard Thee, cannot resist Thy words.” Jesus replied: “You 
have heard much said about Me and have heard Me yourselves. 
Whom do you believe Me to be?” 

Some said: “Lord, Thou art a Prophet!” Others: “Thou 
art more than a prophet! No prophet teaches such things, 
and none performs Thy deeds!” Others again were silent. 
And Jesus who knew what they were thinking, pointed to 
those who were silent and said: “They are right!” 

One of them said: “Lord, Thou canst do all things. Is 
it true? They say Thou hast already raised the dead to life, 
the daughter of Jairus?” He meant Jairus, who lived ina 
town not far from Gibea, where Jesus had taught a poor de- 
praved people. Jesus said: “Yes!” and the man still spoke 
of this and asked further, why Jairus continued to live in 
such a disreputable place. Jesus then taught of the fountains 
in the desert, that it was well that the weak had a leader. 
The people were very familiar. Then He asked them: “What 
do you know about Me? What evil are you told of Me?” 


Parable of the Lambs. 


Some replied: “Thou art accused that on the Sabbath 
Thou dost not cease Thy works and healest the sick.” Jesus 
then pointed to a little pond nearby, where shepherd-boys 
were watching tender lambs and other young cattle, and said: 
“See those weak shepherd-boys and the tender young lambs. 
If one of these little animals were to fall into the pond and 
bleat, would not all the rest.stand around and bleat piteously 
also? Now, the weak boys could not help the poor little lamb 
out. But if the son of the master who had been sent to care 
for the lambs and feed them were to pass on the Sabbath, 
would he not pity the lamb and draw it out of the mire. 
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Thereupon all raised their hands like children in a cate- 
chism class and exclaimed, “Yes, yes, he would!” Jesus con- 
tinued: “And if it were not a lamb, but the fallen children 
of the Heavenly Father, if it were your brethren, yea, even 
yourselves! Ought not the Son of the Heavenly Father help 
them on the Sabbath?” All cried out, “Yes, yes!” Jesus then 
pointed to the men sick with palsy standing at a distance and 
said: “See these sick brethren. Ought I not assist them if they 
implore Me for aid on the Sabbath? Ought they not obtain 
pardon for their sins if they are sorry for them on the Sab- 
bath? If on the Sabbath they confess their sins and cry to 
the Father in heaven?” With hands upraised all cried out, 
“Yes, yes!” 

Jesus made a sign to those who were sick of the palsy. 
With great effort they dragged themselves into the circle. He 
spoke a few words to them about faith, prayed and said: 
“Stretch out your arms!” They stretched out their afflicted 
arms toward Him. He passed His hand over their arms, 
breathed upon their hands a moment, and they felt healed and 
could use their limbs. Jesus also told them to bathe themselves 
and admonished them to abstain from certain drinks. They 
cast themselves down before Him and thanked Him, and the 
whole assembly was full of jubilation and praise. 


Jesus Goes to Jotapata. 


Jesus now wished to leave this place, but they begged Him 
to remain longer and were full of charity; they were well- 
disposed and deeply moved. Jesus told them that He must go 
further and follow His mission. They accompanied Him a 
distance with the disciples and He blessed them and went to 
Jotapata, which lies about one and a half hours further east. 

It was afternoon when Jesus arrived there. He washed 
His feet, and took a repast at an inn outside the city. In 
Jotapata, the disciples went on in advance to the chief of the 
synagogue, and asked the keys for.their Master who wished 
to teach. Many people hastened hither, and the scribes and 
Herodians were full of expectation to ensnare Him in His 
doctrine. After He arrived in the synagogue, they put ques- 
tions to Him regarding the coming of the kingdom, the reckon- 
ing of time and fulfilling of the weeks of Daniel, and regard- 
ing the coming of the Messiah. Jesus gave a lengthy discourse 
on these subjects, and proved the complete fulfillment of the 
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prophecies in this present time. He spoke also of John and 
his prophecy. But they told Him in a very hypocritical man- 
ner: He had better be somewhat cautious in His teaching, and 
not harm the Jewish customs. Let Him take warning from 
John’s imprisonment. What He said regarding the fulfillment 
of the weeks of Daniel and the nearness of the Messiah and 
King of the Jews, was excellent; this was also their belief; 
but they could find the Messiah nowhere, no matter where 
they looked for Him. 


Jesus Exposes the Hypocrisy of the Herodians. 


Jesus, however, had pointed out the prophecy in a general 
manner in reference to His own person, and they had under- 
stood it well, but pretended that nobody could think of such 
a thing, that they could not understand Him at all. They 
wished Him to speak out very plainly, so they could accuse 
Him. Jesus then said to them: “How you play the hypocrite! 
Why do you turn from Me and despise Me! You are watching 
Me and wish to instigate a new plot with the sadducees, as at 
the Pasch of Jerusalem. Why do you warn Me regarding John 
and Herod?” 

And now He told them to their face all the infamous deeds 
of Herod; all his murders, his fear of the new-born King of the 
Jews, his horrible massacre of the Innocents, his frightful death, 
as also the crimes of his successors, the adultery of Antipas 
and the imprisonment of John. He also spoke of the hypocrit- 
ical, secret sect of the Herodians who had conspired with the 
sadducees, and told them what kind of a Messiah and what 
kind of a kingdom they were expecting. He pointed to various 
towns in the distance and said: “They will be unable to harm 
Me until My mission is accomplished. I shall twice journey 
through Samaria, Judea and Galilee. You have seen great signs 
of Me; you shall see still greater and yet will remain blind.” 

Thereupon He spoke of the judgment, of murdering the 
prophets and of the punishment upon Jerusalem. Those of the 
Herodian secret society grew pale when He spoke of Herod’s 
abominations and publicly exposed the secrets of their sect to 
the people. They were silent and one by one left the syna- 
gogue, as did also the sadducees who had charge of the schools 
here. There were no pharisees in this place. 

Jesus was now alone with the seven disciples and the people. 
He taught them a while longer, and many were touched and 
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said they had never heard anyone teach in this manner, and that 
He taught better than their teachers. They amended their 
lives and later on followed Him. But a great part of the 
people, incited by the sadducees and Herodians, murmured 
and caused a tumult. Theréupon Jesus with the disciples left 
the city and went south through the valley, then a few hours 
upward into a harvest field between Bethulia and Gennabris, 
where He entered a large peasant-home. In this place lived 
good people, who were well acquainted with Him. The holy 
women frequently stayed here over night on their journeys 
to Bethania, and messengers who were sent back and forth, 
stopped here also. To be continued. 





Two Classes of Persons Who Never Sin. 





A priest was once introduced to a gentleman who made a 

great boast of what he called “broad-mindedness. During the 
course of the conversation, he displayed his liberal views by 
attacking confession, as usual. 
“I never go to confession,” he declared, “because I never 
“That may be,” remarked the priest calmly, “although St. 
John says that if anyone claim to be free from sin, the truth 
is not in him. Of course, there are exceptions.” 

“Then you count me among your exceptions, among your 
so-called saints!” returned the scoffer sarcastically. 

“I certainly consider you an exception,” answered the 
priest, but by no means a saint. The servants of God never 
wished to be regarded as free from sin during their life. 
However, there are two classes of persons who do not commit 
sin; to which of these you belong, I need not tell you.” 

This statement thoroughly aroused the curiosity of the 
“broad-minded” individual. “Really?” he ejaculated. “What 
two classes of people never commit sin ?” 

In an earnest tone the priest replied: “Children who have 
not attained the use of reason, — and insane persons who have 
lost their reason.” 


sin. 


ees 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to 
the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 























Through Mary, Jesus presents to the world the olive branch of peace. 











The Miraculous Crucifix in Limpias, Spain. 





ATTRACTED by the rumors of the wonderful manifesta- 
tions at Limpias, Rev. Vicar Haenggi of Basel, hastened to 
the scene of the apparitions. He is perhaps the first Swiss 
priest to venerate the celebrated Crucifix, which has become 
world-renowned in the short space of the last two years. The 
following is an account of his experience in presence of the 
Holy Christ :— 

“The same evening, Rev. Vicar Haenggi repairs to the 
church, all alone. The building is not very spacious, about 
the size of a church in a medium-sized country town. Immedi- 
ately upon entering, the eye falls upon the famous Image of the 
Crucifix, illumined by two electric lights. Its unusual size alone 
makes a deep impression on the beholder, for it measures 
six feet in height. There are no pews in the church, but 
here and there may be seen a wicker chair. 

“Vicar Haenggi approaches the Communion rail, his heart 
filled with an interior joy at the happiness of being permitted 
to set foot on this hallowed spot. His only desire is to wit- 
ness some of the wonderful manifestations, that he may be 
filled the more with love for his Divine Redeemer. A half 
hour passes quickly and now the sexton comes to lock the 
doors and constrains the worshiper to leave the church. The 
vicar is disappointed. Vexing, doubting thoughts. agitate his 
mind. Even the electric lights aggravate him. ‘Does it deal 
only with light-effects? The eyes of the Image are porcelain, 
the corpus is of wood,’ he muses. 

“Next morning at eight o'clock, Vicar Haenggi goes 
to the church where he celebrates Holy Mass at ten o'clock. 
‘During Holy Mass,’ he thinks to himself, ‘at the Elevation or 
some other solemn moment, I shall surely see something.’ 








-— 
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Often he raises his eyes to the Savior but — nothing unusual 
is to be seen. The Crucifix does not change. He lingers in 
church until half past twelve o’clock and even with an opera 
glass, sees nothing exceptional. It is suggested to him that 
from twelve to three o’clock — the Passion-hours, he might 
be favored. At half past one he returns to the church and 
remains until four; still he perceives nothing extraordinary. 
The following morning, before eight o’clock, Rev. Father 
Haenggi is in the church and offers the Holy Sacrifice at nine 
o'clock. At half past ten he meets the pastor of Limpias who 
spends almost the entire day in the church, principally in the 
confessional. He is a pious priest, a quiet, thoughtful man. 

“Up to the present date, more than five thousand visitors 
declare they have seen wonderful apparitions on the Image 
of the Holy Christ, and they are willing to testify upon oath to 
what they have seen. The pastor himself says he has not as 
yet beheld any of the miracles. Several declarations he consid- 
ered as not sufficiently proved. He is very calm and reserved 
in his judgment, and has no desire whatever to be an eye-witness 
of the manifestations on the Image. For him the marvelous 
effects suffice — the many and striking conversions, and the 
reception of so many Protestants into the Catholic Church. 

“Again, a little after twelve, the Rev. Vicar Haenggi finds 
himself in church. The electric lights are not burning. He 
ascends the three steps to the Communion rail. In this position 
he is only some ten feet from the Holy Crucifix, because the 
sanctuary is small. Suddenly, the expression of our Lord’s 
countenance alters. The eyes are no longer the same. The 
pupils move and, at times, only the whites of the eyes are visible. 
Our Savior’s glance is now turned toward the sacristy, now in 
the opposite direction, and then assumes its usual position. 
Often the eyes glisten and are moist with tears. These move- 
ments repeat themselves continually. Two other gentlemen 
and a lady observe the miracle at the same time, while 
another lady perceives nothing. 

“The rosary was recited in the evening. Rev. Vicar Haenggi 
occupied the same place and was privileged to see the same 
apparition. He was deeply moved and was seized with a per- 
ceptible trembling. He could scarcely endure that glance and 
spent a restless night. The following day he saw the same 
manifestations, and became ill. He had planned on visiting 
other places in Spain, but now he had only one desire: to 
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return home. He did not wish to see anything more. Happily, 
he recovered somewhat on his journey to Lourdes and is now 
fully restored.” 

Let us learn this one lesson from the manifestations at 
Limpias : to meditate often and fervently on the Cross of Christ; 
thus we shall grow in the love of the Crucified. 


Recent Miracles on the Holy Christ of Limpias. 


Senor Emilio Zovita and his wife Senora Amalia Cuesta 
arrived in Limpias on Wednesday, August 25, 1920. They 
were accompanied by Amalia’s brother, Pedro Cuesta, a prac- 
ticing physician of Paradinas. In Limpias they assisted at the 
Holy Sacrifice offered by the Rev. Father Guardian according 
to their intention. During Holy Mass the married couple, as 
they afterwards testified in the book of witnesses, noticed that 
the chest of the Holy Christ was of a dark red hue, likewise 
the neck and face. Soon, however, the features took on a 
yellowish color resembling a corpse. -Finally, they assumed a 
rosy hue, while our Savior’s countenance, until then sad and 
suffering, was overspread with a smile. Several times between 
the Consecration and Holy Communion, they saw the Holy 
Christ look straight forward and to the left. They observed 
this when the light burned as well as after the light had been 
extinguished. 

While his sister and brother-in-law beheld these phenomena, 
Dr. Cuesta’s eyes were blind to the miracle. Consequently, he 
ascribed all that the others related simply to imagination, and 
disregarding the sanctity of the place, ridiculed their piety. 
Once outside, a lengthy controversy ensued. Later, during the 
repast, their heated conversation drew upon them the attention 
of other guests. Gradually several of those present took part 
in the dispute, then Dr. Cuesta left the restaurant and wended 
his steps toward the church alone. 

Soon word reached the restaurant that Dr. Cuesta had be- 
come ill in church. This surprised his sister and brother-in- 
law, for to their knowledge the doctor’s health had never 
suffered the least disturbance. 

This is how it came about: After Cuesta had left the 
restaurant, he was passing the church when he felt a strong 
interior impulse to go in. Immediately upon entering, heZsaw 
the lips of the Holy Christ become distorted as of one dying, 
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and the eyes look anxiously about. The doctor turned his 
gaze from the Image upon the faithful to see if he could observe 
anything in the expression of the other worshipers, that would 
reveal a like favor, but he could discern nothing. 

Cuesta changed his position. Again he raised his eyes to 
the Image, but saw the same manifestations as before. Later 
the apparitions became of sucha serious nature that he could 
no longer suppress his emotion and gave a loud scream. He 
hastened out of the church, driven by an awful overpowering 
fear. These particulars, Dr. Cuesta affirms upon his. word of 
honor, and under oath. 

It is singular to relate that Dr. Grinda, physician of the 
royal family of Madrid, at his recent visit to Limpias, beheld 
manifestations similar to those seen by Dr. Cuesta. 


True Devotion to Mary. 


According to Bl. de Montfort continued. 





The Shortest and Easiest Way. 


We would like to instruct our readers more clearly re- 
garding the perfect devotion to Mary, and encourage them 
to practice it, because we are convinced that herewith we 
render them a great service for the sanctification of their souls. 
Whoever learns to know and practice this devotion, will make 
rapid progress in virtue. Such a person has found the short- 
est, easiest and most perfect way to Jesus and at the same 
time to everlasting happiness. Hearken now to the principal 
reasons why God desires this devotion to be spread in our 
times. Herein we follow the doctrine of Blessed de Montfort. 

1. The first reason is Mary’s profound humility. Mary 
secluded herself from the world and humbled herself to the 
very dust, and obtained from God the grace, that even the 
evangelists and apostles did not mention nor glorify her more 
than was necessary. For this reason, Mary must be known 
and glorified in latter times, in correspondence with her humility. 

2. After the sacred humanity of Jesus, God made Mary 
the masterpiece of His hands. Mary is the incomparable 
’ miracle of grace upon earth and glory in heaven. God wills 
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to be praised and glorified on earth by His Church and His 
saints, and especially by the Queen of all saints. 

3. It lies in the plan of Divine Providence, that Mary 
should be more loved and glorified, in order that Jesus Christ 
may be all the better and more perfectly known, praised and 
loved. Inthe mysteries of our salvation, Mary was the Aurora 
that preceded the Sun of Justice, and gave to us Jesus, the 
Light of the world. God wills that Mary should give this 
same Light, Jesus, to the hearts of all men, who are destined 
to participate in the grace of salvation. Mary was the way 
by which Jesus Christ came to save us; she must also be the 
way by which sanctification is to be imparted to us in the 
Holy Ghost. “O Mary!” exclaims St. Ildephonse, “God has 
decreed to commit all good gifts that He has provided for 
men to thy hands; and therefore He has intrusted all treasures 
and riches of grace to thee.” Mary, the Aurora, bestows on 
us preventing grace, and then presents to us the Sun itself, 
Jesus Christ. She becomes truly our Mother, the Mother of 
the life of Jesus in us. 

4. The Blessed Virgin is the certain, infallible means of 
coming to Jesus and possessing Him perfectly. Through her, 
souls will find Him, “for,” says Holy Church, “who finds Mary, 
finds life,” that is, Jesus Christ, who is “the Way,- the Truth 
and the Life.” But to find Him we must seek Him, we must 
learn to know Him. Mary must therefore be better known 
than ever, that the Blessed Trinity may be more and better 
glorified. St. Iidephonse says, “I desire to be the servant of 
the Son; but no one will ever be so without serving the Mother, 
hence, I desire to be the servant of Mary.” 

5. With a prophetic eye, Blessed de Montfort sees that in 
latter times, Mary, in her mercy, in her power and grace, will 
be resplendent as the sun. In her tender mercy, she will con- 
vert sinners and lead back erring souls to the Catholic Church. 
She will manifest her power by battling against the enemies 
of God, against all unbelievers and obdurate sinners, who, to 
the terror of all, will conspire to persuade souls by promises 
and threats to apostasy. Mary will be gloriously resplendent 
in the fulness of her graces and in the distribution of gifts, to 
inspire and strengthen the brave defenders and faithful ser- 
vants of Jesus Christ, who will fight for her Son. 

6. God wills that in latter times Mary should be the terror 
of the devil and his adherents. With a well-ordered army she — 
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will advance toward Satan, who, knowing that he has but little 
time left, will make his final assaults on souls, and with special 
rage will turn toward the true children of Mary, because it 
is just these that he is least able to vanquish. 

7. Then the predestined, as far as faith permits, will clearly 
behold the Star of the Sea, and they will cast anchor in the 
secure haven, despite the storms and enemies, because they 
follow the light of the Star. They will realize the greatness 
of this Mistress and consecrate themselves wholly to her 
service, as her subjects and slaves of love; they will experience 
her motherly mildness and goodness, and as much-loved chil- 
dren will glow with filial love for her. They will learn to know 
the fullness of her mercy and her prompt assistance in every 
need. With Mary they will seek and find refuge, as she is 
their advocate and mediatrix with Jesus Christ. They will find 
salvation, because Mary is the surest, the easiest, the nearest 
and most perfect means to come to Jesus Christ. They will 
deliver to her their body and soul without reserve in order thus 


to belong wholly to Jesus. To be continued. 


“The Golden Book,” containing most beautiful prayers in the spirit of the 
true devotion to Mary, is offered as a premium to those who secure new sub- 
scriptions for “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” For three new subscriptions, a copy 
of “The Golden Book,” black binding, red edges; for six new subscriptions, the 
same in leather binding, gold edges. 


Thoughts for February. 





Blessed Nivard (+ 1147). 


With the sweet peace of God and a calm sorrow in their 
hearts, five youthful noblemen pass for the last time through 
the old gray halls of their ancestral castle. They have just 
bidden farewell to their aged father, Teszelin, and have en- 
treated his blessing for their entrance into the cloister. 

Now they stand in the court. Here, their youngest brother, 
Nivard, is romping with his playmates. 

Guido, the eldest, walks toward him, embraces him and 
says, “Farewell, dear little brother Nivard! To you alone be- 
long all our money and possessions!” 

“Indeed!” responds the intelligent child, “you choose 
heaven for your portion and leave earth to me? That is not 
a fair division! I will not make the bargain!” 

A few years later he, too, in the vigor of youth descends 
the castle slope and knocks for admission at the portals of the 
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monastery of Citeaux. He became a pious monk and is today 
honored among the saints. 

How things have changed in our days! Rather would we 
renounce heaven than the joys of earth; rather less joys in 
eternity but many in this life, no matter how miserable and 
despicable those earthly joys may be! 

True, we are permitted to enjoy the good and beautiful 
of this world, if only it be not sinful nor lead to sin. But we 
must never forget the highest, the most beautiful of all, that 
kingdom of love, of delights and bliss which Jesus Christ has 
acquired for us and which will endure forever. Hence the 
warning of the apostle: “Seek the things that are above; mind 
the things that are above, not the things that are upon the 
earth” (Col. iii. 1, 2). 


St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 





St. Gertrude’s Special Graces. 


Of the many favors bestowed by the Lover of virgins on 
His spouse, Gertrude, we may single out four of special im- 
portance. As to the first, she never expresses herself definitely. 
She always calls it the great grace, and when she attempts 
to speak of it, her heart immediately overflows with praise 
and gratitude toward the Divine Giver. From a careful study 
of her life, however, it is easy to surmise that this grace was 
the impression of our Redeemer’s Sacred Wounds upon her 
heart. 

It was by ardent desire and constant prayer that Gertrude 
received this marvelous grace. During the winter after our 
Lord’s first visit, she found this very beautiful prayer in honor 
of the Passion of Christ : — 

“O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, grant that 
I may aspire towards Thee with my whole heart, with full 
desire and with thirsting soul, seeking only Thy sweetness 
and delights, so that my whole mind and all that is within 
me may ardently sigh to Thee, who art our true Beatitude. 

“QO most merciful Lord, engrave Thy Wounds upon my 
heart with Thy most Precious Blood, that I may read in them 
both Thy grief and Thy love; and that. the memory of Thy 
Wounds may ever remain in my inmost heart, to excite my 
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compassion for Thy sufferings and to increase in me Thy love. 
Grant me also to despise all creatures, and that my heart may 
delight in Thee alone. Amen.” 

“This prayer,” writes Gertrude, “pleased me very much. 
I memorized it and recited it frequently. One afternoon, dur- 
ing the same winter...I1 suddenly became conscious that our 
Lord had deigned to hear me. I felt, O my God, how Thou 
didst imprint on my heart Thy adorable Wounds, even as they 
are on Thy Sacred Body. Notwithstanding my exceeding un- 
worthiness, Thy infinite bounty has even to this hour preserved 
therein the impression.” 

It is certain that, as a result of this sacred stigmata, 
Gertrude suffered excruciating pains the remainder of her 
life. These pains were inexpressibly sweetened, however, by 
the new relationship she had thereby contracted with her most 
tenderly-loved Jesus, through love and mutual suffering. 

Of the second grace, frequent mention is made in her 
book. This occurred during Advent, seven years later. She 
was in church assisting at Holy Mass. Gertrude thus describes 
this favor: “After I had received the Sacrament of Life, I saw 
a ray of light, like an arrow, dart forth from the Sacred 
Wound in Thy right side, on the Crucifix... It advanced toward 
me and pierced my heart. Then Thou didst say to me: ‘May 
the full tide of thy affection rise to Me, so that all thy pleasure, 
thy hope, thy joy, thy grief, thy fear and every other feeling 
may be sustained by My love!” 

During the last year of her life, our saint listened to a 
Dominican Father who spoke most impressively on the love 
of our Heavenly Master. “Love is like an arrow,” he said, 
“whatever we shoot with it, we may call our own!” 

Gertrude’s heart glowed with vehement love when she 
heard these words. “Ah!” she exclaimed in the ardor of her 
love, “who will grant me that I may obtain such an arrow! 
Immediately I would transpierce Thee, the Only-beloved of my 
heart, that I might possess Thee eternally !” 

Scarcely had she uttered these words when she beheld her 
celestial Spouse. He carried a golden arrow in His hand, and 
said: “Thou dost desire to wound Me; but I have a golden 
arrow with which I will pierce thee so that thy wound may 
never heal.” 

The arrow sank deeply into her heart and wounded her 
soul in three ways: First, by rendering all earthly pleasures 
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distasteful, so that nothing in this world would afford her soul 
enjoyment or consolations. Secondly, by exciting an ardent 
desire in her soul to be united to God, feeling that it could not 
breathe or live apart from Him. Thirdly, by so transfixing 
her soul as almost to separate it from her body, and over- 
whelming her with the torrent of Divine delights. 

As the third special grace, we may regard the interchange 
of hearts between our Lord and St. Gertrude. Writing of this, 
our saint says: “Thou hast granted me Thy secret friendship 
by opening to me the sacred ark of Thy Deified Heart in so 
many different ways, as to be the source of all my happiness. 
Sometimes as a special mark of our mutual friendship, Thou 
didst exchange It for mine!” After the ineffable revelation 
during which Jesus exchanged His Heart for hers, the holy 
virgin felt her Divine Spouse live and love within her. This 
interchange of hearts between Jesus and herself, conceals 
operations of grace beyond our understanding. 

The transforming and deifying visit of the Infant Jesus 
to Gertrude’s heart may be called the fourth special favor of 
our saint. Her own account of this grace is exquisitely beau- 
tiful: “It was the anniversary of the blessed night of our 
Lord’s Nativity. In spirit, I tried to fulfill the offices of servant 
to the glorious Mother of God, when I felt that a tender, 
new-born Infant was placed in my heart. At the same instant, 
I beheld my soul entirely transformed. Then I understood 
the meaning of those sweet words: ‘God will be all in all’ 
(Cor. xv. 28). My soul which was enriched by the presence 
of my Beloved, soon knew, by its transports of joy, that it 
possessed its Spouse. My thirst for Thee was satisfied by 
these words: ‘As I, in My Divinity, am the figure of the sub- 
stance of My Father, so also shalt thou be the figure of My 
substance in My humanity. As the sun communicates to the 
air, its own brightness and light, thus will I deify thy soul, 
penetrating it with the rays of My Divinity to prepare thee 
for the closest union with Me.’” 

No doubt, after this favor, Gertrude was raised to the very 
height and perfection of sanctity, for indeed the end of holi- 
ness is to be transformed into Jesus. To be continued. 
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The Two Crowns. 





IN TIME of prosperity and honor, the majority of Chris- 
tians look at the things of this world from a-very human 
standpoint, altogether unworthy of their higher destiny. But 
when death approaches, how astonishingly quick their views 
change! Many scruple not to live a life of sinful pleasure, 
yet all wish to die well. -Christina of Pisa relates such a 
change which took place in the heart of Charles V. of France 
(1337-80) as he lay suffering on his death-bed. 

Charles requested that the true crown of thorns worn by 
our Lord, which was preserved in the chapel at Paris, be 
brought him; also the royal crown kept in the abbey of St. 
Denis. Complying with his wishes, the archbishop of Paris 
conveyed the holy crown of thorns to the king, and the abbot 
of St. Denis brought the golden diadem. 

With tears in his eyes, and amid expressions of deepest 
reverence, Charles received the crown of our Savior’s Passion. 
He had it placed in a somewhat elevated position near his head; 
the other crown he assigned to a place at his feet. 

Then the dying monarch devoutly prayed before the crown 
of thorns: “O precious crown, diadem of our salvation! How 
sweet and blissful is the peace thou dost impart through the 
mystery accomplished in thee for our redemption! May He, 
through whose Blood thou wast crimsoned, be propitious to 
me in the same measure in which my heart overflows with 
joy at thy presence!” 

Turning toward the royal crown, Charles continued: “O 
crown of France, how greafly desired, yet how utterly despic- 
able thou art! Contemptible, yea, utterly contemptible art 
thou, because thou dost contain for thy wearer burdens and 
labors for soul and body, fears and tortures for the conscience, — 
even the danger of losing eternal salvation. Anyone who would 
consider this well would leave thee lie in the dust and would 
never pick thee up to place thee on his head.” 

Thus spoke the dying ruler. Truly, in the light of the 
blessed taper burning near our death-bed, we too shall realize 
that the crown of suffering is a crown of peace for every earthly 
pilgrim; while the golden crown of desire for earthly pleasures, 
honors and riches, is a contemptible and dangerous diadem. 











Duration of the Torments in Purgatory. 





THE DURATION and pains of purgatory vary for the in- 
dividual soul in proportion to the number and grievousness 
of its faults. The question is sometimes asked, “Are there 
really souls who must languish in this painful prison for ten, 
twenty, even thirty or more years? Yea, are there some who, 
perhaps, must suffer till the day of judgment unless the com- 
passionate love of their brethren on earth come to their aid?” 
With theologians, we answer in the affirmative. Now, let us 
proceed to state the reasons for this mournful conjecture. 

The first cause for the severity and long duration of the 
pains of purgatory is the infinite gravity and malice of sin, 
which the justice of God must punish. After our death, God’s 
mercy retreats and gives sway to justice, strict justice, ac- 
cording to the full force of Divine wrath. 

For every mortal sin, man deserves an eternal, never- 
ending punishment. This eternal punishment of sin is can- 
celled by a contrite confession with the purpose of amendment. 
In cases when confession is impossible, the eternal punishment 
is remitted by an act of perfect contrition with the will to 
confess later. Yet, all punishment is not cancelled thereby. 
No; the eternal punishment is simply converted into a temporal 
punishment, which is greater or less according to the grievous- 
ness of the sin or the intensity of the sorrow felt for that 
sin. This temporal punishment must be expiated either here 
on earth or in purgatory. 

Now, let us surmise that God in His infinite mercy changes 
the eternal punishment incurred by mortal sin into a temporal 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 315 


punishment in purgatory of one, ten, or even twenty years. 
Assuredly, in comparison with the eternal punishment due 
to mortal sin, this is equal to a total remission! Ah! could 
we fully comprehend the abyss of malice connected with a 
single mortal sin, could we realize what a crime mortal sin 
is, we would be amazed that God, after cancelling the debt, 
would deign to limit the punishment to one, two, ten or even 
twenty years! 


Venial Sin a Great Evil. 


Venial sin does not contain the malice of mortal sin, never- 
theless, it is an evil to which all other evils united cannot be 
compared. A wilful venial sin is so offensive in the eyes of 
God and so grievous in its nature, that if all the angels and 
saints, together with the powerful Queen of Heaven, were tc 
offer their merits to God throughout eternity, they would not 
be able fully to cancel and make worthy atonement for that 
single venial sin! God’s infinite majesty is offended by the 
slightest sin, and this offense can be fully appeased only if an 
infinite Being renders satisfaction. 

Hence, according to the degree of its malice, each venial 
sin must be expiated by rigorous punishment in the next 
world, if it is not cancelled by sufferings or good works in 
this life. Many instances of the Old and New Testament 
show how severely God punishes venial sin, even here in His 
realm of mercy. Moses entertained a slight mistrust in God’s 
promises. For this lack of confidence, he was not permitted 
to enter the long-desired Promised Land! Through vanity, 
King David ordered his qualified military subjects to be num- 
bered. For this fault, more than one hundred and eighty 
thousand splendid, robust men of his kingdom were stricken 
by the angel of death! 

The second cause of the long duration of the pains in 
purgatory is the great number of sins. 

How many people wallow for years and years in the mire 
of sin! How many drink in the most grievous sins like water! 
Presently their final hour arrives! They must appear before 
the tribunal of the inexorable Judge! Sinful though their 
life has been, they have not lost the faith entirely, and God 
stretches forth the arm of His infinite mercy to assist them 
in their last extremity. They are sorry for their sins, they 
confess them, and thus enter eternity reconciled with God. 
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But is there no hope of salvation if the dying sinner is de- 
prived of that great grace of receiving the holy sacraments, 
which remits the eternal punishment due to their sins? Yes, 
often in the last moments: of life, God sends a ray of grace 
to penetrate the heart; the sinner makes an act of perfect 
contrition, and is thus saved from eternal perdition. How will 
this repentant person fare in eternity? Ah, even though the 
merciful God changes the everlasting punishment due to each 
mortal sin into a temporal punishment, still what a long and 
terrible purgatory awaits such a soul! 

Who can count the number of venial sins committed! 
Even apparently good Catholics fearlessly commit them daily 
in great numbers. Why do we make light of these small 
failings? Undoubtedly because they do not threaten us with 
the greatest evil, eternal damnation. If a person commit ten 
small faults daily, it will amount to 3,650 in one year, to 
36,500 in ten years. Good God! what suffering would such a 
person have to undergo if only a five or ten days’ punishment 
were meted out for each fault! Yet, if we scrutinize our 
daily actions, we must confess that many of us daily commit 
even a greater number of light faults and sins. 

We hear of truly pious, even saintly persons, having to 
suffer a long time in purgatory. How can that be? we ask. 
In them we find no mortal, and scarcely any venial sin. Such 
souls strove to cancel immediately the debt as well as the 
punishment of even their slightest faults. To whom much 
is given, of him much will be required. To such saintly 
persons whom God has called to higher perfection, He gives 
more light and grace. Consequently, He regards their little 
imperfections as weighty. We need not wonder, then, when St. 
Alphonsus Liguori relates in one of his works that two Carmel- 
ite nuns who had died with a reputation of sanctity, had to 
suffer more than fifty years in purgatory. 

A third cause for the long duration of the pains in pur- 
gatory arises from our little care, almost total negligence, 
to atone for our sins in this life. 

Our Divine Savior desires most ardently to unite Himself 
without delay to the soul who departs this life in the state 
of grace. He longs to espouse that soul and become one with 
it forever. To hasten this union, He has entrusted to His 
Church numberless means by which we may, during life, re- 
move all obstacles that our sins place in the way of this speedy 
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union after death. For this reason He has empowered the 
' sacraments to cancel not only the debt but also the punish- 
ment due to sin. For this reason He has deposited in His 
Church that precious and inexhaustible treasury of indulgences 
from which everyone of good will may draw for himself and 
for the departed. Oh! at what a low price in this life, we 
may redeem ourselves from severe punishments that await us 
in the next! When we consider the value of these many and 
priceless means of paying our debts, must we not be filled 
with pity at the blindness of the majority of Christians, who, 
gay and thoughtless, rush to the place of torments? A single 
good work, spiritual or corporal, an hour of suffering patiently 
borne, might have cancelled years of pain in purgatory. 

Let us often descend into the place of purification and gaze 
upon the suffering souls. Probably many of them have been 
detained there for years and years, expiating the punishment 
due to their sins. Perhaps they may have to remain many 
more years in this place of terrible torment if our compassion 
does not release them. How shall we profit by our reflection 
on the long duration of the torments in purgatory? It will 
inspire us to aid the poor souls, and will greatly benefit our- 
selves; for who could ponder upon this awful truth without, at 
the same time, thinking of his own future fate? Knowing the 
rigorous punishment that even a venial sin draws upon us, 
shall we not be zealous to atone for all our past sins through 
the manifold means which God has given us through His 
Church? Realizing the sad consequences, shall we not beware 
lest, by our sins, we compel Divine Justice to condemn us to 
those long and painful punishments hereafter ? 


A Noble Priest with a Compassionate Heart. 





The aged priest, Rev. Charles B. Schrantz, of Baltimore, Maryland, refused 
to have the golden jubilee of his ordination festively celebrated with pomp and 
expense, saying: “As long as there are starving people in Europe, I dare not 
join in such a celebration. The situation in Central Europe is too sad for the 
celebration of even a golden jubilee! The money which would be required 
could be so much better employed to relieve the heart-rending distress of our 
poor, neglected fellow-men who are literally dying of cold, hunger and despair.” 

Many bishops and more than a thousand priests, all of whom, as students, 
had received instructions and guidance under Father Schrantz, the retired pres- 
ident of the College, had intended to take part in this celebration. 
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Truly an example worthy of imitation! The distress of religious, children, 
and many priests is appalling in many localities of Germany and particularly 
in Austrian countries. Let us not relax in giving alms. The following letters 
prove how deeply grateful the religious are for help, and how thankful the 
priests and bishops are for Mass intentions. 


Touching Letters from across the Ocean. 


Maria Saal, November 1920. 
Dear Reverend Father Lukas, 

I was utterly bewildered when I received 
your letter containing $1,000.00! It was on the first Friday of this month. 
At once I went to the church and knelt down before the tabernacle. With 
your letter still in my hand, I prayed: ‘‘Dear Lord, present here in the 
Blessed Sacrament, | thank Thee for this unspeakably great favor! Oh, I 
beseech Thee, bless those noble benefactors and grant all their requests. 
Bless the entire convent in Clyde. I pray Thee, guard and protect also 
the Reverend Father Lukas that he may fulfill in true justice his im- 
portant office of spiritual director. Bless his labors for the good sisters 
in Clyde !’’ 

From that hour, my confraters and myself have never omitted to 
make a daily remembrance in our poor prayers of you and of all those 
generous benefactors; and this shall continue as long as I live... 

Saturday I celebrated Holy Mass for all the charitable contributors, 
to invoke God’s blessing upon their truly noble hearts. I also include 
with my thanks, the gratitude of my priests. Ah, did you but know 
what a benefit you have bestowed upon us! Our dear good Prior, an 
earnest man, wept. He said to me, ‘‘See, good Father Abbot, we must 
never despond! The good God always helps!’’ 

With regard to the admission of boys, we made immediate arrange- 
ments, and will provide for them according to the munificence of the 
gift. I enclose a newspaper item (see below) which will- reveal the great 
distress of former persons of means. The boy referred to was admitted 
by us. Heis only five years old. That is but one case out of hundreds, 

Please tell the dear sister-religious in Clyde to remember, now and 
then, at holy Adoration, poor Abbot Boniface and his monastery. Your 
consoling letter was such as to fully encourage and strengthen me. 


The Sacred Heart of Jesus guard and protect you all. 
Your ever grateful confrater, 
> Boniface Maria, Abbot. 


“Distress and poverty are now more keenly felt in the homes of 
the middle class, persons living on their incomes, and pensioners, 
than in the homes of the common laborers. Hidden poverty has ever 
been the most bitter, and concealed misery the most depressing. A 
gloomy picture of cruel want unfolds itself in the writing of a widow 
of a government councillor, who is forced by want to apply to the 
public for help. Among other things, she says in the letter : — 

‘“*“In my harrowing need, I know of no way to help myself ex- 
cept to implore the aid of compassionate hearts. I am the widow 
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of the deceased Professor Sch. My pension does not suffice to pro- 
vide myself with even the most necessary things. For two months 
I have been sick in bed and can never procure for myself a strength- 
ening soup, although in my suffering (dropsy) it would be the best 
nourishment. My room is freezing cold because I have no wood for 
heating, — scarcely enough to cook my meals. On my scanty pen- 
sion, my daughter and little grandson also depend for support. My 
daughter receives a governess’ wages, only 110 crowns (50 cents!) a 
month! She isa certified teacher; she passed both examinations with 
honors, but cannot secure a position. All our treasured family re- 
membrances, finery, linen, furniture, clothing — everything had to 
be sold or pawned to save ourselves from starvation. In our present 
extremity, I know of no other means but to ask the help of charitable 
people.’ 

‘“‘Meanwhile, this unhappy woman — literally the victim of dis- 
tress and want — has departed from this vale of tears. Saturday she 
gave up her spirit; the day before yesterday she was laid torest. She 
died with the distressing consciousness of leaving daughter and grand- 
son in most pitiable circumstances.” 

Vienna, Nov. 10, 1920. 
Reverend Father Luke, 

Yesterday your precious letter of October 18th, containing 
check for $1500.00 for specified purposes, was forwarded to me at Vienna. This 
was another happy surprise amid the ever darkening prospects! A hearty ‘‘God 
reward you!’’ to all noble benefactors in my own name, as well as in the name 
of the institutions, convents and priests who have been remembered. I assure you, 
often and fervently do I pray for Clyde, and for all the dear benefactors and their 
intentions. Certainly, your joy would be far greater could you see the beaming 
faces of the Sisters and priests, when I tell them of such noble charity and liber- 
ality. The consciousness of having made others happy, — is it not the purest of 
earthly joys! The convents which benefit by your handsome gift will recommend 
to our Lord in most fervent prayer the intentions of the donors. . . 

Yours in gratitude, 
> Johannes Maria Gfoellner, Bishop of Linz. 


Scharnitz, Austria, Dec. 9, 1920. 
Dear Venerable Mother, 

Today your kind letter and the enclosed generous 
gift reached us. Before all, we express to you with deeply grateful hearts 
our most tender and sincere thanks. You have rendered us extraor- 
dinary aid by your gift. We conduct here an institution for starving 
children, — for the poorest among the people. We depend entirely 
upon alms for the support of our little charges. Hence, our joy each 
time God helps us in almost a miraculous manner! Most zealously 
will we daily pray with our children for all our benefactors. 

Through the dear little Jesus we send you and all kind friends 
our Christmas greetings and remain with profound respect, 


Your deeply indebted servants of 
Friend-of-Children Institute, Scharnitz. 
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Styria, Austria, Dec. 20, 1920. 
Dear Venerable Mother, 
To our great surprise we received a large sum of money 
trom the Benedictine Convent in Clyde! Oh, what gratitude we feel for so rich a 
gift! It is God who directly inspired you. I was in great anxiety about getting the 
necessary grain for our daily bread and about paying for it. What relief you have 
given us! Thanks, Venerable Mother, a thousand times thanks! Never before 
have we understood so well the meaning of the petition in the ““Our Father,’’ — 
“Give us this day our daily bread.”” Now we realize the full value of that prayer 
since the question of “daily bread” has become a vital one for so many! There- 
fore, our inexpressible gratitude toward all noble benefactors in America. 
I welcome this occasion to tell you a thought which often warms my heart: 
It seems as if God has given to America a special mission in the Church for these 
last times! We know how firmly the Holy Father can rely on American Catholics, 
so true in their faith, so generous in their doings. so full of filial devotion to the 
Holy See! Generous they are also toward us in our extreme distress. How won- 
derful are the ways of God! In our fervent prayers for our benefactors, our thank- 
ful hearts find strong words to touch the Heart of Jesus! 


Your grateful affectionate servant and sister in St. Benedict, 
Mother M. Aldegonde, O.S.B., Abbess. 


St. Ann’s Convent, Upper-Austria, 
November 8, 1920. 


Dear Venerable Mother, 

Soon a new part of the ecclesiastical year will 
begin, and soon we will sing ‘‘Christus natus est — Christ is born!’’ The 
dear little Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament gives me no rest; therefore, 
I will make a hasty trip across the ocean to wish our great, noble, kind 
benefactors in America a Blessed New Year! 


I wish I could give the little Jesus in the crib such sweet joy by my 
fervent, pressing petitions for our dear benefactors, that it would be 
impossible for Him to refuse what I ask for those charitable hearts. May 
great, unexpected, heavenly treasures come to you from the holy tab- 
ernacle. You have presented the Divine Infant with gifts in the year 
1920, by gladdening us, His unworthy servants, and by bringing us sweet, 
heavenly comforts in our deep afflictions. 


With countless hearty good wishes to you, I am, 
Sister M. Alphonsa. 


————_— <> + —_____ 
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The Sacrament of Love — The Charming Countenance of the 
Child Jesus — Our Lord’s Journeys and Public Teaching — Frequent 
and Daily Communion — The Miraculous Crucifix in Limpias, Spain 
— True Devotion to Mary — Thoughts for February — St. Gertrude 
the Great — The Two Crowns — Duration of the Torments of Pur- 
gatory — A Noble Priest with a Compassionate Heart. 








F or F ebruary — Passiontide 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Excellence of this devotion. How to offer the Precious Blood 
to prevent mortal sins and to obtain alleviation for the suffering 
souls. 2 for 5 cents; $2.00 per 100 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 


The wonderful gift of God, the Holy Eucharist. How to keep 
theeGuard of Honor any time, any place. Reflections and pray- 
ers for the Holy Hour. An invaluable brochure that will urge 
and assist you to console and to offer atonement to the loving 
Heart of Jesus. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 
The necessity of prayer; its excellence and sublimity. Salutary 
effectsof prayer. A priest: ‘“This is certainly a wonderful book. 
Please congratulate the author. Every Catholic should read it. 
Half of the books I order I give away just to spread them.” 10 
cents each; $8.00 per 100 


Go to Joseph, the Foster-father of Jesus 
St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, 
sanctity and glory. His feasts. St. Joseph, our powerful pro- 
tector. “To St. Joseph it is given to assist us in all cases, in 
every necessity, inevery undertaking.” 1octs. each; $8.00 per 100 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
A 32-page booklet containing a rich variety of prayers and devo- 
tions in honor of this glorious saint. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


St. Gertrude the Great . 
A brief account of the wonderful life of this privileged virgin, the 
special saint of Divine praise and devout desires. You will be 
delighted with the intimacy with which our Divine Lord favored 
His chosen spouse. Magnificent promises made to those who 
invoke her. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
20 cts. each; 6 for $1.00; 15 cts. each in quantities of 25 or more. 


Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





Che Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


It is impossible to find a more soul-thrilling description of our 
Redeemer’s Passion than the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
This favored religious was a martyr to suffering. She bore the 
Wounds of our Savior in her own body. In visions, she beheld the 
whole wonderful life and death of Jesus Christ and His Virgin Mother. 
In this book, the intensity of our Lord’s sufferings and the compassion 
of His Blessed Mother are placed before our eyes with a clearness 
that overwhelms the soul with emotion. Few hearts can be so 
hardened as not to be deeply moved on reading this remarkable 
work. The book also contains a sketch of the life of the favored 
servant of God. Tastefully bound in cloth, Gold title, price. $2.00 


Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


Doubtless, the Prisoner of Love on our altars would be less lonely 
if more of His children knew how to hold familiar converse with Him. 
Many would often spend an hour of their leisure time before the tab- 
ernacle if the thought of their distractions would not discourage them. 

Here, then, is a guide that will whisper beautiful thoughts to you 
and recall your wandering mind; that will help you to entertain the 
loving Heart of Jesus and make it a pleasure for you to visit often 
the one true Friend. 


“‘The material of this volume is excellent, and will without doubt 
inspire those who use it with a greater devotion to our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament.” His E-minence, Cardinal Gibbons. 


“This Manual of Adoration fills a timely want and will be wel- 
comed not only by members of communities having perpetual adora- 
tion, but also by many of our good faithful people who are looking 
for just such a manual...” &¢. Rev. J. Schrembs, Bishop of Toledo. 


Printed on fine quality paper. DE LUXE edition. Size 5 x 7 1-2 inches. 
400 pages. Real leather, red edges, $3.00; gold edges, $3.50 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children from six to twelve years : Contains 
Mass, Confession and Communion devotions, and Visits. 


A religious teacher: ‘‘There are few suitable prayer-books for chil- 
dren. The language is not simple enough. ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little 
Children’ is just what little ones need. I do not think it would be possible to 
make more simple or beautiful the loving affections in these prayers. 


Another: ‘‘ ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’ may well be called 
a Child’s Blessed Sacrament Book, so strongly and yet so lovingly does it lead 
them to the Divine Child in the Holy Eucharist.” 


Durable paper cover. Price 20 cents each; wholesale, 15 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








